JAPANESE VERB CONJUGATION SCHEME – Part I
< Japanese Verb Conjugation Scheme – Part I >

Japanese verbs are divided into 3 groups according to their endings, as follows:

(1)
Regular I Group
→
Verbs ending with "u,"
(2)
Regular II Group
→
Verbs ending with "ru," and
(3)
Irregular verbs
→
2 verbs only, i.e. Kuru (come) and Suru (do) 
You are already familiar with the Present and the Past (both affirmative and negative) forms of many Regular I Group verbs, such as the ones shown on page 92 of our text book, as follows:
	Basic form or

Dictionary form
	P r e s e n t
	P a s t

	
	Affirmative
	Negative
	Affirmative
	Negative

	Nomu / Drink
	Nomimasu
	Nomimasen (I don't drink)
	Nomimashita (I drank)
	Nomimasendeshita (I did not drink)

	Kau / Buy
	Kaimasu
	Kaimasen (I don't buy)
	Kaimashita (I bought)
	Kaimasendeshita (I did not buy)

	Yomu / Read
	Yomimasu
	Yomimasen (I don't read)
	Yomimashita (I read)
	Yomimasendeshita ( I did not read)

	Kiku / Listen to
	Kikimasu
	Kikimasen (I don't listen)
	Kikimashita (I listened)
	Kikimasendeshita (I did not listen)


Examples of Regular II Group verbs are also shown in the same table on page 92 of our textbook, as follows:

	Basic form or

Dictionary form
	P r e s e n t
	P a s t

	
	Affirmative
	Negative
	Affirmative
	Negative

	Taberu / Eat
	Tabemasu
	Tabemasen (I don't eat)
	Tabemashita (I ate)
	Tabemasendeshita (I did not eat)

	Miru / See
	Mimasu
	Mimasen (I don't see)
	Mimashita (I saw)
	Mimasendeshita (I did not see)


Irregular Verbs – "Kuru" (come) and "Suru" (do) only.
	Basic form or

Dictionary form
	P r e s e n t
	P a s t

	
	Affirmative
	Negative
	Affirmative
	Negative

	Kuru / Come
	Kimasu
	Kimasen (I don't come)
	Kimashita (I came)
	Kimasendeshita (I did not come)

	Suru / Do (*)
	Shimasu
	Shimasen (I don't do)
	Shimashita (I did)
	Shimasendeshita (I did not do)


 
Here's what I have not mentioned in the class in the past:  There are five forms of conjugation for all Japanese verbs.  They are:

-nai form,  -masu form,  dictionary form, conditional form, and volitional form.

You are already familiar with the "-masu" form and the "dictionary" form.  I will introduce you to the "-nai form" in this supplement today.  ("Conditional form" and the "volitional form" will be explained later.)  Please take a look at the table below:

"U" Verbs (Regular I Group) conjugate according to the Japanese vowels, a, i, u, as follows:
	meaning in English
	-nai form (*)
	-masu form (**)
	dictionary form

	Drink
	Noma-nai (I don't drink)
	Nomi-masu
	Nomu

	Buy
	Kawa-nai (I don't buy)
	Kaimasu
	Kau

	Read
	Yoma-nai (I don't read)
	Yomi-masu
	Yomu

	Listen to
	Kika-nai (I don't listen)
	Kikimasu
	Kiku


"Ru" Verbs (Regular II Group) conjugate based on e and i only, as follows:
	meaning in English
	-nai form (*)
	-masu form (**)
	dictionary form

	Eat
	Tabe-nai (I don't eat)
	Tabe-masu
	Taberu

	See
	Mi-nai (I don't see)
	Mi-masu
	Miru


The conjugation scheme of the Irregular Verbs, "kuru" and "suru" are as follows:
	English
	-nai form (*)
	-masu form  (**)
	dictionary form

	Come
	Ko-nai (I don't come)
	Ki-masu
	Kuru

	Do
	Shi-nai (I don't do)
	Shi-masu
	Suru


(*)
You will note that the "–nai form" has the same meaning as the "present/negative" form of each verb, i.e.,


Nomimasen / Kaimasen / Yomimasen / Kikimasen, etc.  This means that you can finish any of your sentence with the –nai form.  For example, 


Instead of saying "Watashi wa bīru o nomimasen," you can say, "Watashi wa bīru o nomanai"


"Tanaka-san wa hon o kaimasen"  →  "Tanaka-san wa hon o kawanai"


"Smith-san wa zasshi o yomimasen" →   "Smith-san wa zasshi o yomanai"


"Anata wa CD o kikimasen" →   "Anata wa CD o kikanai"


"Ano onna no hito wa ringo o tabemasen" →  "Ano onna no hito wa ringo o tabenai"


"Ano otoko no hito wa eiga o mimasen" →   "Ano otoko no hito wa eiga o minai"

"Dare mo kimasen"  →   "Dare mo konai" (No one comes.)

"Ano hito wa shigoto o shimasen →   "Ano hito wa shigoto o shinai" (That guy doesn't work)

IMPORTANT:  Please note that if you end your sentences with "-nai," you sound a little bit informal and abrupt. 

(**)
You will also note that the "-masu form" is the same as the "present/affirmative" form, with which you've been familiar for a long time.
2 forms of the verb conjugation not discussed in this summary are "conditional" and "volitional."  I will present them in a separate "review/supplement" document.  They are briefly mentioned in the Appendix, on page 244.









(*)	As I said repeatedly in the class, there are a great number of verbs that come under this "Irregulalr Verb," such as:





	Benkyo (o) suru, Denwa (o) suru, Shigoto (o) suru, Gorufu (o) suru, Suki (o) suru, Tenisu (o) suru, Yoyaku (o) suru, Sampo (o) suru, etc., etc.  Please go over the examples given on page 246 of your textbook.
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