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Chapter 3

Second Trip to the U.S. — Again,
Less Than Stellar Beginning

As soon as [ returned home from Fredonia,
[ started working for a Swiss trading firm,

Siber Hegner Company, in downtown,
Tokyo. My boss was one of the Swiss
executives, Mr. Anton Juchli, who

happened to be learning how to write

Japanese Kaniji. [ helped him learn
Japanese writing, whenever he had time to
spare during work hours. Mr. Juchli was
an educated man who had an enormous
love for, and knowledge of, Japanese
culture, and [ enjoyed teaching him far
better than when I taught basic Japanese

conversation to college kids at Fredonia.

[ worked for Siber Hegner for only a year
or so. However, during that one year, |
almost got married to an uninspiring
salesman, working for a certain Japanese

company.

[ had met this man during a year that I
attended Sophia University to brush up my
French with the French Jesuit professors
in Sophia’'s renowned Foreign Languages
Department. [ did go mountain hiking
(which was the most popular dating venue
for college students in those days) once or
twice with him. I don't recall, however,
seeing him socially after Sophia, or while I

worked at Nikon.

Well, he wrote me several times while I
was in Fredonia. One day, towards the

end of my teaching assignment, just a few
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weeks before I was scheduled to fly back
home, he sent me photos of himself, a sort
of portrait, one the frontal image and the
other showing his side view. A modeling
portfolio? Mug shots? | showed them to
the Chapmans, and asked: “What on earth
is he thinking, sending me these photos?”
Mrs. Chapman pondered a little bit, and
said, “Well, it may be that he thinks he's
good—looking, and he wants you to know
that.” Imagine how turned off I was!

As | said, I worked at Siber Hegner for only
a year. | was living a generally high—
spirited life in those days. [ got along well
with the employees. The women employed
at Siber Hegner were very trendy, well-
dressed, well-educated, spoke English, and
used English shorthand like me. We would
spend many hours after work, hanging out
in the coffee shops and the roof—top beer
gardens along Ginza Street. We went to a
chic French cooking school together. I
was also very happy teaching Japanese to
the cultured Mr. Juchli.

However, I'm sure I was caught up, to a
certain extent, by the magic of the word
“marriage,” just like all my fashionable
(Proof of this is that I
went to the cooking school with them!) I

office colleagues.

thought my Sophia guy uninspiring, but
wasn't my time for shopping around
running short? Is he the best that I could
get?

I said, “O.K.” to his intense approach. He
was delighted, and asked his boss at his
job and his wife to act as our go—betweens
at the wedding ceremony. [ went with him
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to the couple’s beautiful house on the
beach of Fujisawa City. Or was it on the
beach of Chigasaki City? I don’t remember.
It was probably on the way back from
visiting the go—betweens that Mr.
Uninspiring said:

“Let's have our hobbies, interests, and
general tastes known to our guests at the
reception! For example, what type of men
do you like?

“Tarzan,” said 1.

“Oh! Who don't you like?”

“Nagashima and Taihs.”

“Hmn. Do you have any favorite words?”

“Yes. 'Hisha'.”

<CHisho' is written #E#Y, meaning, 'soaring to
great height.” Incidentally, Nagashima and Taiho
were both sports hero of that time, the former
being the top pro—baseball star, and the latter
the most popular sumo grand champion. >

“What? Hicho?” Exclaiming, he jotted
down in his notebook "Hichd,” using the
wrong Kanji. There is a Japanese word
“Hichs,” written as FRE, but the Kanji he
wrote was FEPk which was totally wrong
and non—existent in our language. RE
would have been all right. However, I said

Hisho, not Hicha!! Not only is he
uninspiring, he doesn’t even know how to
write basic Kanji! [ disdained him
immensely at that moment, and our

wedding did not take place because of that.

Meanwhile, I was becoming a little bored at
work. The daily routine of taking dictation
Juchli
German accent!) and transcribing it on the
typewriter was not very challenging or
stimulating.

from Mr. (his dreadfully heavy

How about that Manpower,
the job placement agency that Mr.
Scheinfeld of Chicago told me about? Well,
it may be worth trying! I visited Manpower
Japan on Ginza Street forthwith.

I have just looked at the Manpower
Japan’'s Website, and found the following
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passage:

“Manpower  Japan  Co., Ltd  was
established in 1966 as a wholly owned
Japanese subsidiary of Manpower, Inc.,
USA. It was the first temporary staﬁ‘?ng
service company in Japan.

From what Mr. Scheinfeld told me back in
Chicago a vyear thought the
company had been in operation in Japan

prior, 1

for quite some time. Well, in reality, it was
still in its nascent stage when I signed up.

Now, I also made another interesting
discovery in the U.S. parent company
Manpower, Inc.s Website. On its
“Company’s History” page, it is stated, as
follows:

“Manpower is founded in Milwaukee,

Wisconsin U.S.A. by attorneys Elmer
Winter and Aaron Scheinfeld. The first
offices were /ocatea’ n Milwaukee and
Chicago, lllinois.

I had no idea that Mr. Scheinfeld was one
of the founders of Manpower, Inc., and that
he was a lawyer!

Manpower Japan’'s office was doing good
business, staffed by 4 or 5 placement
agents (men and women) and managed by
first u.s.
headquarters, Mr.

sent from

and handsome

its president
tall

Anthony Finnerty.

Equipped with the ability to speak and
write English, and use English stenography,
[ was immediately useful to Manpower
Japan.
trading firms and manufacturing companies
engaged in joint venture

programs with the U.S. and European

I was dispatched to Japanese

who were
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companies. [ was sent to law offices often.
I was once sent to the Asian Bureau of
NHK, Japan Broadcasting Corporation, for
an extended period of time, working with
the foreign staff there.

Occasionally, I worked with individual
Americans and Europeans (mostly German
and French) who were visiting Tokyo on
business. One day, I was dispatched to
work for a son of the president of a
corporation in Milwaukee, who was on a
short business trip to Tokyo, accompanied
by his father's lawyer.

I took the lawyer's dictation in the
conference room or in the lobby of the
Imperial Hotel where they were staying. 1
then brought my steno—book to Manpower
and transcribed my shorthand notes. I
have no recollection of what [ took down in
shorthand.
business was about. Were they in Tokyo

I have no idea what their

to close a joint venture deal with a
Japanese company? Was the lawyer
handling a big international lawsuit the
corporation was involved in? I have no

clue.

I do know, however, that I accompanied
Alan, the son of the president of the
corporation, a somewhat boring guy, on his
tour of Tokyo. I remember visiting
Shinjuku Gyoen, Ueno Zoo, and Tokyo
Tower with him. I recall his saying to me
that he was quite impressed with my
accurate English, both spoken and written.

Alan and I corresponded several times
after he had returned to Milwaukee. In one
of his letters, he said, “If half of the
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secretaries in the U.S. could write English
as well as you do, they will spearhead the
rise and success of U.S. businesses as a
whole.
us.?”
somewhat nonchalant but adventurous

Would you care to work in the
His exaggerated zeal and my
spirit led to his applying for the U.S.
permanent residency visa on my behalf.
The visa was issued within a few months.

That visa is known as the “Green Card,”
or the “"Permanent Residency Registration
Card.”

Now, on my second trip to the U.S. with

this visa, my first job was with a
Japanese—American law firm in Chicago. I
worked on the law firm's Japanese clients’
Green Card applications. [ discovered that
all Green Card applicants were already
living in the U.S. No one applied for it, let
alone received approval, while still living in
Japan. How on earth did that “playboy-
but-somewhat-serious” Alan process my
(It was my

mother who described him as a playboy,

Green Card application?
but somewhat serious in character.) 1 am
intrigued to this day.

In any event, while I was super busy
working for various businesses in Tokyo,
of Japan's top
representatives, Green Card
application took off and moved on steadily.

as one Manpower

my

A few events I recall are:

(1) T went to the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo
for an interview; (2) I was instructed to
write to the Fredonia College and the
Police in Fredonia for information that I
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taught Japanese for a year, and that [ was
not involved in any criminal activities while
I was there; and (3) I was sent to an
American clinic for a physical exam.

[ also recall that during the interview at
the U.S. Embassy, the personnel told me
that I was very lucky because the number
of Green Card applicants that year was far
below the quota set for Japan by the U.S.
Department of State.

Intelligent readers may not believe it, but
the thought that I was going to the U.S.
this time to live there, as a U.S. resident,
never clearly occurred to me. My
thoughts ran like this: Well, it looks like
Alan is running here and there on my
behalf. If he is successful, that's great. Tl
go to the U.S. again. I'll see the
Scheinfelds in Chicago, visit the Chapmans
and Mrs. Ted Toomey in Fredonia. Oh, yes,
I might work a little bit in that great city,
Chicago.

It was true, then, when my passport was
issued, that I was more than a little taken
aback to see, on the “Purpose of the Trip”
page, the following phrase:

“To settle in the U.S. permanently.”

My poor parents were gravely concerned
to see it.

But I couldn’t go back now. In for a penny,
in for a pound! [ departed for America
again, on my second adventure trip, leaving
my dear father, mother, sister, and brother
behind. Within a month or two after my
arrival in the U.S.A,, [ received my Alien
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Registration Card, known as Green Card,
issued from Washington, D.C.

At the beginning of July, 1969, I arrived at
San Francisco Airport. Alan met me there.
He took me to an apartment building in
Berkeley, owned by his friends, Arthur K
and his wife. Both Alan and the couple
lived in this building. The threesome was
engaged in a real estate business, and
Arthur’s and his wife’'s apartment was their
business headquarters. 1 was shown a

spacious, well-furnished apartment

upstairs, and was told that it was my room.

[ was quickly unpacking and putting away
my clothes when there was a knock on the
door.

Alan was standing there with a woman who
“This is
Gloria,” said he. “She is from Milwaukee.

looked as old as his mother.

She teaches grade school there. She's
visiting us during the summer break.”

Alan was 34 years old. He was indeed a
“playboy—but—-somewhat—serious” type
guy, and a bachelor. He was above
average in appearance, but not a man of
great charm. He was rather introverted
and quiet in general. While he was
earnestly working on getting my U.S. visa, |
did have a vague apprehension, in the back
of my mind, that he was going out of his
way because he had his own reasons.
What if he had desires that were offensive
to me? [ wasn't really worried, though, for
[ had self-assurance, and a penchant for
recklessness. “I know I can choose my
own path. [ will baffle and confuse Alan, if
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necessary.”

As I said, Alan and the K's were engaged in
One of the
documents I saw during my Green Card
application that they had
businesses in California, Florida, and New
Jersey.
of their bank attested to the scope and

a real estate business.

showed
In another document, a president
the integrity of their business. [ was

supposed to be traveling to the US. to
work for them as their secretary.

There was an understanding, so to speak,
between Alan and me that if I was not
satisfied with working for them, I could find
a different job on my own, “for you are
capable, and would not have any difficulty
in finding any position in the U.S.”

indeed a loose arrangement, I
As if to back up Alan’s
irresponsible words, there was no office

It was
should say!

for their real estate business in Berkeley.
The apartment building that they managed
was their business headquarters. During
the week [ stayed there, I used the electric
typewriter sitting at a desk in their living
The letters [ typed

addressed to their

room a few times.
were all tenants,
pressing for the payment of rent. The five
of us went out to eat a lot. We went to a
big picnic on the beach one day with many
of their friends. I walked onto the campus
of UCLA by myself, and in the cool shade
of tall trees, wrote a long letter to my
parents in Tokyo. That's about all I did

there.

In the meantime, Alan would tell me that
he was somewhat at a loss because Gloria
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had barged in from Milwaukee, just one day
before my arrival from Japan, without
telling him that she was coming. He would
tell me that Gloria married at a very young
age; she was divorced; her children were
independent and out of her life. She came
to California to enjoy freedom for the first
time in her life. “Poor woman,” said Alan.

I was rather uncomfortable about Gloria
behaving in front of everyone as if she
were Alan’'s wife, and particularly, her
feeling me out in many ways when Alan
was not around, while [ was thinking:

“Don’t you know he's nothing to me?”

And, on top of it, there was no job, and no
work to be done. I declared after about a
week of being there:

“As we promised to each other in our
letters, I'd like to find a job myself. 1 will
first go and see Mr. and Mrs. Chapman in
Fredonia, N.Y. with whom I lived two years
ago.

“That's a
I thought I could enjoy the

“Oh, no!”
shame!

exclaimed Alan.
summer of California with you. If only
Gloria hadn't come....” The nerve!

I flew to Fredonia, located on the Northern
end of the State of New York and, thus,
never found out what Alan had intended in
his effort to get me a U.S. permanent visa,
if indeed there was an intention.

< End of Chapter 3 >



