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Chapter 29

We Invite My Mother to Chicago -
Part 2

My Mother’'s Letter Dated June 28, 1976:

< I received your June 23 letter yesterday.
I see you are a little mad at me for not
getting excited over the wonderful travel
arrangements you and Jim made for me. |
apologize, from the bottom of my heart, for
my lukewarm reception of your generous
offer. Dear Ryoko, I am at the final stage
of my life, I guess. I don’t want to get
emotional, or get exceedingly keyed up
over something wonderful. I don'’t want to
face any sudden tragedy, either
Moderation or restraint suits me. I know I
should have shown a little clearer spirit of
cooperation in the on—going project. [ did
respond to you, though, with my June 14
express mail, that I would gladly use the
chartered flight of Chicago—Asian Club
that you suggested. As far as my thoughts
about your and Jim’s “plan to adopt a
baby,” I said nothing in my response letter,
for I thought I have plenty of time to
discuss this matter when I see you both.

However, if I may say so briefly in this
letter, I'm not sure if it's necessary to
have a third-party person between you
and Jim. [ wonder if it's sufficient for you
to have Jim, and for Jim to have you. But,
if you are motivated by a lofty humanity,
and want to save a child who is born under
an unlucky star, that’s a different story.

I received Jim’'s letter written in Hiragana
on the 22nd. I cannot thank him enough.
I'm beginning to think that he and I can
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communicate in Japanese when I'm there.
How exciting!

In any event, the harsh tone of your June
23 letter prompted me to start getting
ready for my upcoming trip to the US. [T
called the Foreign Travel Office of the
Metropolitan Government Bureau to learn
the step—by-step procedures.
confess to you, though, that this is indeed

I must

a major undertaking for me. I'm making
frantic efforts to get everything done in an
orderly fashion, without the help from your
sister and brother, for they are both unfit,
quite unfortunately for me, to take any
action on my behalf. If I come to the point
where [ find the preparations for the
upcoming trip too overwhelming, I will ask
your sister—in—law Asako for help. She is
far more reliable than Akiko and Satoshi.

I received a phone—call on June 24 from
Mrs. Masako Nishiyama (Note by Walnut:
This is my best friend from my middle—
school days) I'm sure she had already
contacted you, but she said that she's
going to New York between mid-July
through mid-August, and that she intends
to see you in Chicago. She is taking two
small children along.

June has been a rather busy month for me.
I had to go out into the crowd twice: Once
to go to the wedding of the younger son of
the Ohtsu family (Note by Walnut: this is
my mother’s brother’s family), and once to
attend Asako's White Chrysanthemum
Japanese dance recital. I still have to see
my dentist every 2 to 3 days. We are
heading for the usual oppressive heat and
uncomfortable humidity of our summer.
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I'm making every effort to maintain my
physical strength.

It looks like the letter that Jim wrote will
be quite useful for me. I will show it to
the travel agency personnel and/or the
officials at the Metropolitan Government
Bureau. Had he said more succinctly that
both travel (to and from Chicago) and the
living expenses will be borne by the
Popjoys, it would work better for the
pigheaded Japanese officials. Akiko
assured me, however, that the word Jim

used in his letter, “invitation,” will work.

I am now going to the Setagaya Main Post
Office to mail this out by express. [ will
then head for the Setagaya City Hall to
obtain my family registry which is required
to have my passport issued. Then I'll have
to visit my dentist. Take care, both of

you.>

My Mother’'s Letter Dated, July 17, 1976:

My passport has been issued. It was
easier and quicker than I had expected.
Everything went smoothly, without my
having to ask for assistance from Akiko or

Satoshi.

Mrs. Masako Nishiyama called again, and I
met her on July 5th, for the first time in
ten years, at the Tokyo Transportation
Hall. I used the same travel agency that
I went to the
Tokyo Transportation Hall again on the

Masako—san was using.

13th, and submitted my photo, family
registry, and the resident card, required for
the issuance of the passport. The letter
Jim wrote facilitated the issuance of my
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passport, and the agency woman was
extremely happy. She told me that my
visa will be obtained as soon as she has
the flight ticket received from you.
According to her, the requirement for
vaccination will be rescinded, beginning
August of this year. My visits to the
dentist will end soon. I will start shopping
around for the gifts to take with.

I will be in kimono throughout my trip. [
don't feel like having new Western—style
clothes made specially for the trip. Im
used to wearing a kimono every day, and it
will be more natural that way. I got a perm,
however, on the day before I took the
passport photo. Imagine, I have not had a
perm in my hair for over 20 years! My hair
will have some volume this way, I hope.

Mrs. Nishiyama will leave soon, her two
small children tagging along. She was in
good spirits.

I will have to bring more than a few kimono.
What would be the average temperature in
September over there?

This concludes my update for you. Take
good care of yourself: you and Jim, both.
It is difficult to give thoughts to others
around you when you yourself are
preoccupied with your own affairs. Still,
it's good to be able to think about others.
The entire Japan is experiencing the worst
climate at the moment. Thank goodness,
we are all doing fine. >

My Mother’s Letter Dated July 19, 1976:

< I'm writing again, chasing my express
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letter two days ago. I have just received
your short letter. I will call Masako—san
tonight (she'll be at work during the day),
and tell her what you requested. Don't
worry about my having to get the
vaccination prior to departure. I am aware
of it.

I understand that you were initially
purchasing one round-trip ticket for me
from a ticket agency in Chicago. You say
the agency has changed it from the round—
trip to a one—-way ticket to and from
Chicago, resulting in a slight price hike.
You are calling it a fraud, but it isn%,
Ryoko. It is just the way of business as
usual. Making a profit is their ultimate
purpose. It would be stupid on your part
to send your complaint to the agency.
Please don't let it bother you.

You say you don’t want me to bring your
ceremonial kimono set to you because you
are not clinging to the old Japanese stuff,
like kimono. I am delighted at your
positive outlook on life, which you always
had as a young girl.

[ received an airmail package of documents
yesterday from the Japanese personnel at
the Chicago branch office of Japan Air
Lines. I now understand that I am a
participant in the group tour sponsored by
“NNAAA,” in collaboration with Japan Air
Lines, Yamada Travel Agency, and Sugano
Travel Agency, both of Chicago. The
package Included a /ot of useful
information about this organized trip to
Chicago, preparing this participant’s
mindset for the forthcoming departure.
Japan Air Lines in Chicago will send me
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the ticket two weeks before the August 15
departure date. My travel agent here will
take care of the visa and the Yen—-Dollar
exchange matters. All I need to think
about is my carry—on luggage and the gifts
to take along. I went out to shop for the
select silk fabric the other day. To my
consternation, it comes only in a solid
color. I was looking for a sitk fabric with
elaborate, colorful patterns. Maybe [
should look for the traditional Japanese
yizen’ fabric for Jim's sisters, instead. I'm
not sure, though.

I just talked to Mrs. Nishiyama. She is
scheduled to leave on July 26th. She says
she'll definitely visit you in Chicago. It will
be a little difficult to get around with two
children. Be good to her. By the way, I
could not give her your phone number
because I don’t have your new one at West
Columbia. She said that you have the
phone number of her sister who lives in
New York, but that her sister does not
have yours. She wants you to call her
sister and leave your phone number with
her.

What shall I bring to Jim, and you? Other
than the gifts, if you can think of anything
else that I can bring with me, let me know.

I am now dying to discuss with you both,
thoroughly, the adoption issue, of which
you spoke in your letter back in May.
Please don't rush it. Keep the whole thing
low key. Please dont let any outside
pressure affect your decision.

I am taking this letter to the Setagaya
Main Post Office to mail it by express. >
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in progress prior to my mother’'s arrival.

- - One day during her stay, a social worker,
VLERD—ARFIVANI7—RF O, who was assigned to our case from

BARLSDLAINCEIEHLTEY., A D Catholic Charities of Chicago, visited us
PR (- — . By RS I % — for an interview. My mother met this
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social worker, too.

o0

S

Notes from Ryoko Walnut:

“My Life in the US."ETELEINEZIDTAV(E, RO—FETHRT LL. EONTOLEFADFVN— TV
DEFIVIARNI7—BFDEREEVNTITEVERSTVET,

I intend to finish this blog, “My Life in the U.S.,” with one additional chapter. I will then start a new
story about the adoption of our son Christopher.

< End of Chapter 29 — Part 2 >
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