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Chapter 28

My Mother Writes After Six Months

From Mother, May 25, 1975, at 5:00 A.M.:

< I got up because [ woke up. One of the
privileges of being old could be that we
can get up and go to bed at any time we
want. [ have just re—read your long, long
letter written between January 4 and 13,
and I took a pen. As usual, it is difficult to
digest your long essay, filled with never—
ending admiration of Jim, in one or two
sittings.

I could not help smiling to myself, picturing
Jim who sits quietly in front of the TV,
watching sports, while you and his mother,
who stayed over New Year's Day, were
busy cleaning and preparing dinner.

When I think of Jim, working hard every
day as he does, dealing with tough cases
at court, who has never changed from
before marriage, who stayed the same
good man as before, I feel like crying
What a precious man he is! How deeply
thankful I am! You should give up your
hobby of translating books, at least for
now, so you can spend your entire time for
Jim....

Thanks for the kitchen sundry you sent us.
I must tell you, though, that the gadget of
that sort is totally wasted on us, for we
have the imitation versions of them in
abundance in Japan. Use of the powder
detergent and the like is affected by the
water quality here, which is different, [
would think, from that of the U.S. All
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those kitchen gadgets could be of use for
a large and active household, but not for
this torpid writer family.

You did well for your high—-school
classmates. All three of them are raising
small children now.
there how Jim's two sisters and their

You must see over

young families are faring. Young couples in
Japan today who are bringing up children
are having the hardest time. Living in an
affluent time does not make it easier. [
have raised 3 children during the non-
affluent times before—, during—, and after-
the—-War period. But, I have certain
nostalgia for the sense of restraint and
self-discipline people had in those difficult
times.

I must point out your misunderstanding.
It’s about your sister Akiko's mirror stand.
You seem to use your own school—girl
theory about the mirror and think that
Akiko lost something precious, giving it
away to her young sister—in—law, Asako.
You are quite off the mark, Ryoko. Akiko
dislikes mirrors. Well ‘dislike’ may be a
little too strong a word, but she does not
like to do things like looking at herself in
the mirror, which could well be one of the
criteria of having a little oddball personality.
I think it was good that she gave her
beautiful mirror stand away to Asako,
though Asako herself does not seem to be
the type of a girl who loves to spend much
time in front of a mirror.

It was nice of you to have made a knitted
scarf for Jim's mother, but it is not nice to
have to make much ado about it
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afterwards. It was because of your

conceit, I'm afraid. I have never been
close to your father’s parents or his
brothers and sisters, and consequently, I
have never had to have any hassle with
them. I was quite comfortable at all times.
It appears that your Popjoy clan is very
Japanese—fike and they are quite family—
centered, in a way. You grew up in the
very individualistic atmosphere of your
father's house. I hope you think about this
very carefully.

I can understand that Jim's sweetness is
not just the syrupy, sugary kind. For one
thing, his profession calls for reason and
practical intellect. I was accustomed all
my life to the somewhat soft and tender
affection of your father, which I believe is
a bit different from the affection Jim pours
on you.

I understand you and Jim took a trip to
Louisiana. I took out the photos from your
trip there in 1966 with the French girl
Annette and others. Please send me

pictures from your recent trip, also.

I am relieved to know that Jim finally got
rid of his old car. I hope that you will learn
how to drive now. I am glad that you both
took the physical exams at the Cancer
Prevention Center.

That was a small surprise that four
Japanese got together and cooked
“kinton” and “kimpira—gobé” in the heart
of Chicago. That reminds me.: please jot
down the names of the Japanese foods
you'd like to eat, and send me a list. Il
send you a package by sea.
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Thank you very much for the telephone
call on the 12th. When I heard Jim's voice,
[ said,

“Genki?” before I knew it to which he
responded instantaneously, “Hai genki
desu!” Or, was I just dreaming? [ don't
know. All I know is that I was simply
happy to hear his voice.

< On the same day, around 11:00 PM. — >

One news item from this household: We
have a new member in our family. Kotaréo
was born on February 1st and he's been
growing up just fine. At first, I was not
necessarily thrilled or overly rejoiced as all
other grand-parents would be. For one
thing, he could well be my great—grandson,
rather than a grandson. Lately, however, I
see the sparks of life in the baby’s eyes at
all  times. He laughs with distinct
expressiveness, and the spirit of a human
person is felt there. He is totally
endearing and so precious!

The baby’s father, in parallel with his first
son's daily development, has become
suddenly busier in his writing profession.
He would be writing in his study room for a
few days in a row, and then go out to
discuss the production of the movie he is
writing, meeting the directors, producers,
and such. His income has been increasing
fittingly. ['ve been feeling quite relieved
lately.

His wife Asako did not necessarily grow up
in an affluent family, and that's to your
brother’s advantage. She married into this
financially below—average family (your
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sister and brother each have a much lower
income than the average person in Japan),
and she has never shown a speck of
dissatisfaction.
never changed from the beginning: calm,

Asako’s demeanor has

easy, and complaint—free. I believe her still
being young and not having been exposed
to the harsh reality of life works better for
your brother, than a mature career woman
of 30 who makes a lot of money would.
Asako never puts herself forward. She
wisely draws a line between her life and
ours. Even with your eccentric and
difficult sister Akiko, she talks in a most
natural

comfortable, manner,  never

assuming an affected attitude.

Your sister Akiko continues to write at her
desk. If she is not writing, she is sleeping.
Since she does not have a good publisher
or an editor to deal with, her completed
novels seldom get published. She is quite
calm, though. Nothing seems to disturb
her. She could be suffering from the fear
of interpersonal relations disorder, or some
similar psychological disorder, but she is
amazingly true to herself She may not
have an outwardly successful writer's life,
but she does not inconvenience anyone,
and she follows her passion quietly. I am
determined to stand behind her as long as
I'live. You have Jim, and your brother has
Asako.

I realize that I don't have much time left
now. The thought occurs to me at least
once a day. I look around and observe
things, hither and thither, with a calm mind.
I put myself aside and try to do what little
things I can do for others. I don't hesitate
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to help anyone who is in a tight situation,
who is in need of help from others.

I have seldom seen you mention in your
letters the people with whom Jim works in
his profession. Rather than getting
together with Japanese friends to eat
sushi, shouldnt you spend time with

people Jim works with?

I've been finding it more and more difficult
to pick up a pen and write. [ haven't
written you for such a long time.

I have been
busy, however, knitting baby clothes for
Kotaro, or sewing hand—-made toys for the
small children of our neighbors. [ seem to
enjoy doing stuff like that now. After I sit
for an hour, knitting and sewing, though, I
get up, go out to our small yard, and pull
up the weeds or clip and prune the tree
branches for an hour, trying to keep my
legs strong.

I am totally awed at Jim's spirited and
energetic mother. Does she still play golf?

When I go out on an errand, I avoid
climbing and descending the elevated
walkways,; I make a long detour. [ seldom
go upstairs in my own house.

The United States has fully pulled out of
Viet Nam. Therelll be social changes and
adjustments nationally, in many ways, |
suppose. Take care, both of you, in

everything you do in your daily life.
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We are heading for the time of the year
that I hate most. In addition to the heat,
we are going to face the insufferably
uncomfortable humidity of Tokyo, which
Jim experienced last summer. [ will have
to skip writing long letters during this hot
season. — Mother >

< End of Chapter 28 >
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