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Chapter 23

My Mother's Letters

My Mother’'s Letter Dated May 25, 1973:

< I kept telling myself that I must respond
to your letter that I received on April 23,
and here [ am; a month has passed. Your
letter described the Popjoy family's
celebration of Easter; the unexpected
death of Jim's coworker’s son, and the
many shooting deaths of black children on
the South Side of Chicago. I have just
read your letter one more time, thinking
about you who are worried about Jim going
to the wake.

I understand that Jim has started to learn
Japanese in his extremely busy daily
schedule. I can only attempt to
understand his deep thoughts. If I ever
had a chance to see him again, it would be
priceless if we could communicate, even a

little bit.

It appears Jim went out of his way for Ms.
Takahashi of Manpower who was in
Chicago last month. She called me as
soon as she returned to Tokyo, and gave
me a full account of his hospitality. She
says she felt honored to be taken to Jim's
mother's beautiful apartment. She was

extremely thankful to you both.

Our daily life has not changed. Since your
father is gone, I may be spending a little
more time than before, gardening and
caring for the trees and flowers. Right
now, thick greenery fills every corner of
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our yard, giving an overall grayish and
purplish hue.

“Death” is inevitable, we all know this.
Yet, when it happens unexpectedly, we all
get flustered and become panic—stricken.

Junichi Maeda died on May 14. I rushed to
the hospital in Kanda with Aunt Michiyo.
He was unconscious. Same as your uncle
Yoshinori, he had a stroke at work, and he
was gone within 6 days after being taken
to the emergency ward. I could not bear
to look at his grief-stricken wife, [tsuko.
She has two young boys to raise. I am
determined to help her in whatever way [

can. Junichi was only 38. It was a huge
blow to us all. (Note) >

Note: My mother had an uncle (deceased by
then) who was exceptionally dear to her.
Junichi was this uncle’s only son.

My Mother’s Letter Dated June 7, 1973

< I received your letter on June 2. And
another express letter came today.

It appears that you continue to have
extremely busy days. The sluggish days
we, the mother, daughter, and son, have
over here is beyond comparison. It is
iImportant, however, for a civilized
Japanese woman living in the US., to be
less busy now and then. To idle away the
time not doing anything whatsoever is
Important for maintaining your health. This

goes for Jim, too.

I see your work address has changed again.
I'm not surprised any more than Jim is.
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It is quite interesting that you are now
working for a Japanese trading company
doing business in the US. Japanese
companies operating in the U.S., Europe,
and South—-East Asia are generally
regarded with contempt. Your built—in
sense of justice, so to speak, may find it
difficult to go along with the mercenary
motives of the businessmen, and you may
well be revolted by their business
operations. Please make the best effort to
consider this as a part of your life’s
The bright side of
this new job is that you can now use both

learning experience.

English and Japanese at work. That
should be fun. Please exhibit your good
will and sincerity to your Japanese
superiors....

It is said that, among all the nations of the
world, Japanese and Americans are at the
top in blowing their brains out to make
money. Please make sure to rest before
coming to an end. I'm saying this to both
you and Jim. >

It looks like my mother's and also Jim's
respectable work ethics failed to sink into
my brain, and I did not follow their advice
or admonition regarding uninspiring lawyer
bosses and coworkers. [ started to work
with a Japanese trading company in
February 1973. My mother tried to cheer
me up, saying ~You can now use both
Japanese and English at work,” but I found
typing telexes and shipping documents all
day long quite boring, and this particular
job did not last very long, either.
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Employee recreation day at the Japanese trading company. Front row, far
right, is President Yukio Kubo. Jim (huge moustache) and I are in the back.

With Ms. Reiko Takahashi, at the office of
Manpower Japan, in Tokyo. December, 1988.

<{ End of Chapter 23 >
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