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Chapter 2

I Teach Japanese in a Small U.S.

Town

America was beginning to show more and
more interest in Japan's culture, history,
business practices, etc. It was for this
reason that a remote college at the
northern tip of New York State started to
include  Japanese language in its
curriculum. It was called the
“Experimental Program,” and they had a
government subsidy for it.

The very first class to which I was
assigned had only five students. Out of
five, two dropped out later. [ taught the
remaining three from January through May,
and again from August to December, two
semesters. The textbook we used was
quite voluminous, compiled by a Japanese
couple. I don't recall the name of the
textbook, or the authors’ names. None of
the three male students had a flair for the
language: they were totally unable to mimic
the flat and monotonous Japanese sounds.
[ taught them with proper manners
befitting a responsible teacher, but 1
confess that I did not give one hundred
percent.

For the first week after my arrival, I was a
guest at Mrs. Edna Toomey's beautiful
house. She had recently been widowed.
Mr. Arthur Toomey, who was the
postmaster of the Fredonia Post Office,
died only six months prior. After a week, I
moved into Mr. and Mrs. Alan Chapman’s
household. Many families around the
campus offered their rooms to students.

The college selected the Chapman house
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as my boarding place. I stayed with them
through the two semesters.

Mrs. Edna Toomey, known among her
friends as “Ted,” was a robust elderly
woman with no children. One would think
she might be lonesome and disconsolate
due to the very recent loss of her husband.
She was far from it. A no—nonsense type.
Well-to—do. She took a great interest in
me. She invited her wealthy lady friends
to her regal house to introduce me. She
took me to her church on Sunday. She
was Catholic. Not long after I had moved
to the Chapman’s, two young men from
Nikon came to Fredonia to visit me one
weekend. Ted was so kind as to offer
them an overnight lodging in her house.

[ returned to Tokyo the following vyear.
After two years, I came back to the U.S.
and started to live in Chicago. All through
the years, Ted and I stayed in contact,
writing back and forth.

The Chapmans were less polished than
Ted. They lived in an unpretentious house,
some distance from Ted's. They were
extremely nice to me, though. They called
me “our daughter from the Orient.” 1
must have liked living with them, for 1
ended up staying with them for two
semesters, contrary to the initial
agreement to stay for the first semester
only. The Chapmans had three married
daughters. They all had children and they
all lived nearby. The Chapman house was
deluged by small tots quite often. Mr.
Chapman was a lay minister of a Baptist
church on the Seneca Indian Reservation,
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somewhere north of Fredonia. I was taken
there on Sundays.

There was another student tenant who
lived in the Chapman house during the first
semester. Anita Koenig was a senior at
Fredonia, and she was to marry as soon as
the spring semester was over. In fact, I
was invited to Anita’s wedding which took
place in early summer in a town not too far
from Fredonia. During the fall semester, I
was the Chapmans’ only tenant. Even
though I was their tenant, paying a monthly
rental fee, the Chapmans treated me as
though I were their daughter. Indeed, [ had
all my meals with them in their kitchen.
When they took a trip by car to
Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania Dutch Country, I went along
with them.

crossing the vast

During the first semester, which came and
went quickly, I became friends with two
European girls as well: One was French
and the other was Belgian. Annette hailed
She taught French in the
same experimental language program that

from Paris.

enlisted me to teach Japanese. She
looked down upon American students, in
general. Marie—France, the Belgian, taught
Music. They talked with each other in
French at machine—gun speed, but
struggled to speak rudimentary English to
me. | took advantage of this, and used
French in talking to them. Annette had no
patience with my elementary French, and
showed her displeasure at once. If | asked
her a question in French, she would
respond, quite rudely, in her poor English.
Marie—France was a little older, and she
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was a gentle soul. She would patiently

correct my inept French.

The long summer break, customary for U.S.
schools, was approaching. One day, while
we were having lunch together at the
school cafeteria, Annette and Marie—
France said to me: “We are planning a bus
trip across the U.S., taking advantage of
the “VISIT Program” that Fredonia
College sponsors. Would you like to come
with us?”

VISIT stands for “Ventures for
Students
Traveling.” It was a program that Fredonia

International Interested in
College offered to its foreign students and
instructors. We would travel to various
cities and sites all over the U.S,, riding the
Greyhound Bus, using its special rate 99
Days for $99,” which was available only to
foreign nationals.

“Besides, wherever we go, there'll be an
American host family, who is a participant
in VISIT, waiting for us. We get to stay at
their house, and they are supposed to
show us around! C’est merveilleux! Viens
avec nous!
joyously.

Ryoko!” they exclaimed

I had no plans for the summer break, but I
didn't want to spend the whole summer,
lying on Chapmans’ backyard lawn, reading
books, or watching with them the Perry
Como Show on TV at night, or going to
their Seneca Indians’ church. Therefore, |
did not hesitate to join in the wonderful
adventure plan. Soon afterwards, a Greek
girl, Jenny, joined. We worked on the
detailed itinerary, making sure that we had
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all the information about the host family at
every destination.

There was a small problem. In those days,
[ was totally ignorant about the U.S.
Immigration Office’s “authorized temporary
stay” rule. That authorization was about
to expire and the Japan Society, as my
sponsor, had begun applying for an
extension of my stay in the US. 1 could
not leave Fredonia until the extension was
approved. My three European friends left
on our venture trip, but [ was held behind.
I believe I missed the first three weeks of
our meticulously planned trip. Fredonia
was a quiet town, with nothing but
farmlands and vineyards. Now the college
students were all gone, and the place was
dead. I was bored. The moment I heard
from the Japan Society that my extension
had been approved, I took off. I got on the
long—distance Greyhound bus, and headed
for Chicago, my first stop.

Chicago was the first stop for my three
European friends, also. They stayed there
three days, each staying with a different
host family. From there, they headed West,
all the way to California, doing the sights
of Los Angeles, San Francisco, and San
Diego. They then turned around and
traveled eastward, going through Nevada
and Arizona, finally meeting me in Denver,
Colorado.

[ was met by my Chicago host family, Mr.
and Mrs. Aaron Scheinfeld of Highland
Park. They were waiting for me at the
downtown Chicago bus terminal, and took
me to dinner to the now defunct
Blackhawk Restaurant. What a hugely
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different place Chicago was, coming from
the sleepy village of Fredonia! [ felt my
heart leap high as I walked its bustling
streets with the Scheinfelds.

A few things I recall from my three days
with the Scheinfelds were: They took me
to the renowned Ravinia Park Concert
(they lived a few blocks from the Park).
The Japanese conductor who was
performing that night, Seiji Ozawa, was
enormously popular. [ swam in the
beautiful Scheinfeld swimming pool with
their grandchildren. When they found that
[ didn't have a boyfriend here or in Japan,
they took me to their Japanese American
friends’ house to introduce me to their
unmarried son. Wow! Matchmakers in the
U.S.! Well, I was preoccupied with catching
up with my European friends in Denver,
you know. Besides, the guy was not my

type.

Mr. Scheinfeld was a retired man. He told
me that his son headed a job placement
agency called “Manpower,” which had a
branch office in Tokyo. He said, “When
you go back to Japan, Ryoko, make sure
that you register with Manpower Japan.”

Let me go off on a tangent here. After
going back to Tokyo the next year, I did
register with “Manpower Japan,” briefly. It
was the time when “Japan, Inc.” was just
about to flourish on a global scale, and
businesses from the U.S.A. and Europe
were pouring into Japan, wave after wave.
Being equipped with the ability to use
English and English stenography, I was on
regular call from Manpower Japan to be
assigned to work temporarily with business
executives from the U.S. One of them was
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particularly impressed with my written
He later took the trouble of
applying for my U.S. permanent residency,
which brought me back to the U.S. in 1969,
this time to live in Chicago.

English.

I would not have returned to the U.S.
without working with Manpower Japan, as
suggested by my VISIT host, the
Scheinfelds, and subsequently meeting
that American businessman in Tokyo, who
went out of his way to obtain the U.S.
permanent residency for me. I would not
have returned to Chicago, where I met my
future husband. It was destiny!

From Chicago, I went to Denver, where I
joined my three friends at a roadside
Greyhound bus stop, which was our
meeting point. [ was taken there by my
Denver host family, and my friends arrived
there on the Greyhound Bus. I was so
very happy to see them. They had been
to various locations in California, Nevada,
and Arizona over the prior three weeks.

From there we travelled together. The
places we visited were: Colorado Springs,
Colorado; Santa Fe and Los Alamos, New
Dallas—Fort Worth and San
Antonio, Texas; New Orleans, Louisiana;

Mexico;

Atlanta, Georgia, Tampa and Daytona,
Florida; Washington, D.C., and New York.
The entire trip took about four weeks, in
the sweltering heat of mid—summer.

We had wonderful host families, one after
another. We would say goodbye to the
host family and get on the Greyhound Bus,
heading for the next stop. I wrote “thank—
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you” notes, as soon as we got on the bus.
[ let my travel companions sign their
names on my card. Occasionally, they
wrote their own “thank-you” notes. 1
remember distinctly that [ kept a diary
written in English throughout our trip, and
that I took it home to my parents.
Regrettably, it's been long lost.

The Greyhound Bus' “99 days for
$99” (Wote) program was truly amazing.
Lots of Americans we met on the road
envied us. It allowed us to go anywhere in
the U.S. within the specified 99 days. We
could repeat the same route, back and
forth, if we wanted. We did not have a
host family in New Orleans, and
consequently, we stayed in a hotel. We
enjoyed doing the sights of the city so
much, however, that we returned there a
few days later. New York was our final
destination. We disbanded there. The
European girls flew back to their
respective home countries. [ stopped at
the Nikon office to say hello, and then
returned to Fredonia. Marie—France and |
corresponded not only during my second
semester at Fredonia but also after 1
returned to Japan.

I resumed teaching Japanese at Fredonia
in its fall semester. My replacement
instructor, Ms. Shiiki, arrived in late
December. She decided to board at the

Chapman’s, to their great delight.

[ returned to Japan in January, 1967. That
was the time when the entire Midwest
region was hit by the great snowstorm. I
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Note from prior page: I checked the history of “Greyhound Bus” in Wikipedia, and found the
following passage under its “Post—-War Expansion” sub—title:

"Since late 1950's, for many young people from Europe, Greyhound was the way they got to know
America because of a special unlimited mileage offer: "99 days for $99" or, in other words, a
dollar a day, anytime, anyplace, and anywhere."

Regrettably, my search for the “VISIT,” Ventures for International Students Interested in Traveling
program, on the Web, produced nothing.

4100 A A 0

< Pictures from my Fredonia days and from the VISIT trip will follow on this and on
the following pages. >

< End of Chapter 2 >

Mrs. Toomey's house Seneca Indian children in front of the Church
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Chapmans’ house Anita Koenig and me

Anita with her fiancé on her graduation day Anita and me

Page 10 of 13



BAPTIST CHURCH ! ¥
1D AM- SUNDRY ian
Kip ‘

Baptist church on Seneca Indian reservation
where Mr. Chapman was the lay minister.

I was met by Mr. and Mrs. Scheinfeld at the
Chicago downtown Greyhound Bus terminal

Two of my students Mrs. Toomey and her
neighbor, Mrs. Graff

Mrs. Scheinfeld and me
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Me, in Denver, Colorado With the daughter of my Denver host family

From the left, Marie—France, Annette, and Jenny. Dallas, maybe? Annette, in Los Alamos
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Back in New York, Bronx Zoo

In front of the New Orleans hotel, getting ready The Chapmans and Ms. Shiiki who was my

to leave for Tampa, FL replacement at the College. She decided to board at
the Chapmans. [ believe the photo was taken at the
Buffalo Airport, as I was flying to New York, on my
way back to Japan.
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